
Royal Monograms
Step into the grandeur of Britain’s royal past and uncover the stories behind the palaces and the people who 
shaped history. Royal Monograms isn’t just a puzzle—it’s a journey through time, designed for those who 
appreciate heritage, craftsmanship, and the quiet satisfaction of solving something beautiful.

you closer to the lives of monarchs, visionaries, and artists whose legacies can still be seen within the walls of 
Hampton Court Palace, Kensington Palace, and beyond.

King James I of England and James VI of Scotland (1566–1625)
A keen patron of architecture and the arts, James commissioned Inigo Jones to design the Banqueting House. His 
greatest legacy is the King James Bible (1611), the authorized English translation produced by teams of scholars 
following the Hampton Court Conference of 1604. This work profoundly shaped English language and culture.

King Charles I (1600–1649)
Charles I became heir after his brother’s death in 1612. Though courageous 
at his execution, he lacked charisma and vision, was shy and insecure, 
and refused to compromise on power-sharing—sparking civil war. Seven 

ans killed 
thousands and ended with Charles convicted of treason and executed 
outside Whitehall’s Banqueting House on 30 January 1649.

Prince Albert (1819–1861)
Albert, husband to Queen Victoria and a champion of progress, 
modernized royal life and popularised beloved traditions such as the 
Christmas tree. Deeply devoted to family, he cherished time with his 
nine children and placed great importance on domestic harmony.  

household management of royal collections and properties.

Jane Seymour (c. 1508/9–1537) 
Henry VIII’s third wife and mother of Edward VI, Jane was married for less 
than 18 months and died 12 days after childbirth at Hampton Court Palace. 
Often portrayed as passive and demure, her rise from lady-in-waiting to 

woman behind Henry’s only legitimate surviving son. 

Queen Caroline of Ansbach (1683–1737)
Wife of George II, Queen Caroline set about becoming a strong female 
presence at court, her intellect far outstripped her husband’s; she read 
avidly and surrounded herself with artists, writers, and intellectuals. Caroline 
also created a cabinet of curiosities at Kensington Palace, which showcased 
treasures from around the world including books, weapons, jewellery, and 
trinkets. Of her many accomplishments perhaps the most important was her 
advocacy for early immunization which aided the eradication of smallpox.

Queen Anne (1665–1714)
Often overlooked, Queen Anne’s reign changed Britain forever.  

at Kensington Palace. Her story is one of contrasts—shy yet authoritative, 
devoted yet embroiled in passionate friendships.  
She endured personal tragedy while forging the union of England and 
Scotland, shaping the future of the monarchy.

Lancelot “Capability” Brown (1716–1783)
Appointed Chief Gardener at Hampton Court Palace by George III in 1764, Brown served nearly 20 years and 
lived on the grounds until his death. Renowned as Britain’s most celebrated landscape gardener, his most 
famous contribution at Hampton Court Palace was planting the Great Vine.

King Henry VIII (1491–1547)
Henry VIII is infamous for his six wives and the executions of Anne Boleyn 
and Catherine Howard at the Tower of London, yet he began as a lively, 
adored child. His brother Arthur’s death and later his mother’s passing left 
him burdened and sheltered by Henry VII. As king, his break with Rome, the 
Reformation, and the Dissolution of the Monasteries transformed England. A 

a great series of losses and misadventures took their toll. Perhaps these go 
some way to explain his behaviour and gradual decline. 

Cardinal Wolsey (c.1470-1530)
Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, Henry VIII’s Lord Chancellor, started Hampton Court Palace’s transformation from 

only the king and the royal court but also monarchs from across Europe. Investing huge sums of money, 
Wolsey was so successful in his work that Henry eventually took Hampton Court for himself.

King William III (1650–1702) and Queen Mary II (1662–1694)

equal status and power. Their reign began after the “Glorious Revolution” of 
1688, when Mary’s father, James II, was deposed for attempting to enforce 
Catholic tolerance. From 1689 until Mary’s untimely death at 32 in 1694, the 
couple ruled together, leaving a distinctive mark on royal life.  

 
and exotic plants. 

William the Conqueror (c.1028–1087)

Battle of Hastings in 1066. With his wife, Matilda of Flanders, William established a new Norman dynasty that 
continued through his sons, William II and Henry I. His most enduring physical legacy is the White Tower at the 
Tower of London — a formidable structure that still dominates the skyline today.

Queen Victoria (1819–1901)
Born at Kensington Palace in 1819, Victoria ascended the throne as 
an inexperienced teenager and, by the end of her life, was revered 
as the “Grandmother of Europe.” Her marriage to her cousin, 
Prince Albert, though arranged, blossomed into a devoted and 
passionate partnership. Together they raised nine children and 42 
grandchildren, forging dynastic ties across Europe’s royal houses. 
Victoria reigned for more than six decades, overseeing an empire 

 
a legacy whose cost and impact are still felt today.

William Kent (1685–1748)
William Kent rose from humble beginnings as a sign painter to b
era. Commissioned by Georges I and II, he achieved fame as one of the most fashionable and versatile creators 

nteriors as a complete work of art, extending an 
s to furnishings. His career was launched with the 

Cupola Room at Kensington Palace, the largest of the state apartments and a masterpiece of illusion. 
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